Key Information:

Contacting school:
Main office – 0121 647-1708
School email address - enquiry@hifield.bham.sch.uk

Calendar dates for Autumn Term 2021
Thursday 2nd September - Teacher training day
Friday 3rd September

- Teacher Training Day

Monday 6th September

- Back to school for children (Y1-6)

th

Monday 6 September – 10th - Reception children part time (mornings or afternoons as
shared previously)
Friday 22nd October – Break up for half term
Monday 1st November – Back to school (Term 1.2)
Friday 17th December

- Break up for Christmas

Tuesday 4th January - Teacher training day
Wednesday 5th January - Back to school (Term 2.1)

All children will continue to have lunch in school, unless there is a medical need, as this
has worked extremely well across the last year. Home dinners will continue on Fridays
only.

Procedures for dropping off and collecting children
All children from Reception – Year 6 will start and finish school at the same time.
There is a 10 minute window that the gates will be open for each drop off and
collection. The following times are for the duration of the academic year, unless
Covid restrictions are put back in place. All children will need to be in school by the
usual time of 8:50.

DROP OFF AND COLLECTION TIMES
MONDAY – FRIDAY
MONDAY FRIDAY Afternoon
Doors open and
THURSDAY
collection
children can be
Afternoon collection
dropped off between
the following times

08:40 –
08:50

15:15

Friday home dinners

12:00
Friday school dinners /
packed lunch

13:00

Gates to use for dropping children off and picking them up:
Highfield Road Gate

Harts Road Gate

Reception
Year 3
Year 5
Nurture

Year 1
Year 2
Year 4
Year 6

In September, we will go back to using just 2 entrances to school – Harts Road and
Highfield Road. The Ponderosa entrance will only be used for children who arrive
late to school. Children arriving after the gates have closed (8:50) will receive a late
mark and will need to sign in using the inventory system in the main office. Children
that have not been collected by 15:30 (12:10 or 13:10 on Fridays) will be taken to the
front office and will need to be collected from there.

Collection Points
Reception
From Reception outdoor area
Year 1
Main playground
Year 2
Main playground
Year 3
Area by Y3 classrooms
Year 4
Main playground
Year 5
Space by Reception classes
Year 6
Main playground
Nurture Group
Parent shelter
If your child is in Y5 or Y6 and you wish for them to walk home alone, you will need to provide consent by
completing the form available at the main office. Until we have consent, children will not be allowed to walk
home alone.
Please remember that anyone who is picking up a child from school needs to be aged 16 or over. If someone
different is picking up your child, you need to inform the main office. If we are unsure of who a person is that
is collecting your child, we will contact you to seek confirmation.

School Uniform:
All children need to wear school uniform when attending school unless it is a non-uniform day. The Highfield
school uniform is outlined below:
Highfield School sweatshirt/cardigan or jumper in the school colours
White polo shirt or white school shirt
Grey or black trousers, skirt or pinafore dress
Grey or black tights or white socks
Black school shoes
In summer, green summer dresses can be worn

PE Kit:
Children will wear their PE kit for the entire day that their PE lessons happen so please ensure that your child
wears the correct kit on the correct day.
White t-shirt or polo shirt (ideally with the school logo)
Plain black shorts, leggings or jogging bottoms
Plain black or white trainers
Plain black long-sleeved tracksuit/hooded top for colder days

Breakfast Club
Breakfast club provision is from 8:00am. Please contact the school office on 0121 647 1708 or
enquiry@hifield.bham.sch.uk if you would like your child to attend and to find out information about prices.
Friday club
Friday club remains open on Friday afternoons for all children who are eligible. Please ensure that you have
completed the application form (available from the main office) and have provided proof of your eligibility.
Afterschool clubs
After school clubs will begin again in the new academic year. More information will be shared in September.

Registers
Registers are completed at 08:50. Any children arriving after 08:50 will need a late mark/late card. The
back gate will close at 08:50 and children arriving after this time, will come through the front entrance and
therefore will have signed in on the inventory.
Attendance
We are aiming for 97%+ attendance for all of our pupils as this is what we, and the local authority,
consider is necessary for all pupils to reach their full potential. Now that circumstances have changed, it is
vital for all children to return to school to minimise as far as possible the longer-term impact of the
pandemic on their education and wellbeing.
The government has advised that school attendance is again compulsory, it is your legal responsibility to
ensure your child attends school regularly.
This means that the usual rules on school attendance apply, including:
•parents’ duty to send their child/children to school regularly where they are of compulsory school age;
•Parents’ duty to contact school if their child is unable to attend school with the reason why
•schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence
•the option for local authorities to again consider the use of legal sanctions, including penalty notices and
prosecution in court.
Highfield Junior and Infant School is committed to improving pupil attendance and urge parents to contact
Mr Azad on the school number or in person to discuss any concerns you may have in order to minimise
absences as much as possible. Your support in these matters is always appreciated.
Holidays and travel abroad
You should plan your holidays and essential travel within school holidays as usual. Avoid seeking
permission to take your children out of school during term time. You should make sure any travel is in line
with national travel guidance.
Keep in mind that you and your children may need to self-isolate when you return from a trip overseas. Any
self-isolation should also fall within the school holidays.
Essential school items
1. A named water bottle should come with your child to school each day and can be accessed at any time
throughout the day, including during learning time. This should contain water only (no squash or
flavoured water). It will come home each evening to be washed ahead of the next day.
2. Your child must bring their book bag to school every day. Children may be asked to read to an adult
any day during the week so they must have their book bag every single day, containing: school
planner, levelled book, class library book (Rec-Year 6)
Lunchtime arrangements
Children from Reception – Year 2 get universal free school meals. If your child is moving to Year 3, they will
only get a free meal if you are entitled to free school meals. School meals choices can only be changed in
readiness for the start of a new half term. Please see the office for any school meal preference changes.
Healthy snacks for break times can be brought in for Years 3-6. All EYFS and KS1 children are provided with
fruit daily and should not bring snacks into school.

Updated Covid-19 information for schools Headlines:
• Attendance is mandatory
• There is no need for primary age pupils to test over the summer period, unless they have symptoms
• From Step 4, schools will no longer trace close contacts - close contacts will still be identified via NHS
Test and Trace
• From Step 4, your child does not need to remain in a consistent group (‘bubble’)
• From Step 4, face coverings will no longer be advised for pupils, staff and visitors, either in classrooms
or in communal areas, unless there is an outbreak in school
• Assemblies and larger group activities can resume, unless there is an outbreak in school
Positive rapid lateral flow test results
Anyone with a positive Lateral Flow Test (home fast result test) result will need to:
• Self-isolate in line with the stay at home guidance
• Book a further test (a lab-based polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test) to confirm the result • Whilst
awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate.
• If the PCR test is taken within the 2 days following the positive LFD result, and is negative, it overrides
the self-test LFD test and your child can return to school, as long as they don’t have COVID-19
symptoms.
Close contact identification
From Step 4, schools will no longer be expected to trace close contacts. This means classes or bubbles will
not need to isolate in the case of a confirmed positive case within their class. As with positive cases in any
other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case to identify close contacts. This is likely to
be a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of
the close contact. As parents or carers, you may be contacted to help with identifying close contacts.
From 16 August 2021, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they
are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Instead, children will
be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and
advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so.
If you suspect your child has coronavirus or has a positive test
DO NOT send your child to school if:
• They are showing one or more coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms
• They have had a positive test result
• They are required to quarantine
You should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what to do.
If you insist on your child attending school when they have symptoms, school can take the decision to
refuse your child if, in their reasonable judgement, it is necessary to protect other pupils and staff from
possible infection with COVID-19. Their decision would need to be carefully considered in light of all the
circumstances and current public health advice.
Assessments in primary schools
The government are planning for a full programme of primary assessments to take place in th e 2021 to
2022 academic year. This will include the introduction of the statutory Reception Baseline Assessment and
Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check. They will confirm full details for 2021 to 2022 primary assessments in
due course.

Support for children and parents
Encourage your child to talk to you or their teacher if they are feeling anxious or stressed.
Online resources to help you support your child with mental health and wellbeing, include:
•MindEd - a free educational resource on children and young people’s mental health
•Every Mind Matters - an online tool and email journey to support everyone in taking action to look after
their mental health and wellbeing
•Bereavement UK and the Childhood Bereavement Network - information and resources to support
bereaved pupils, schools and staff
•the DfE blog - includes mental health resources for children, parents, carers and school staff Public
Health England’s (PHE) advice and guidance for parents and professionals on supporting children and
young people’s mental health and wellbeing includes actions you can take to support your child and
emphasises the importance of taking 60 minutes of daily physical activity. Youth Sport Trust and Sport
England have advice and support on helping children and young people stay physically active.
NHS mental health services remain open and have digital tools to connect with people and provide
ongoing support. Please use your local children and young people’s mental health service when needed.
Support for children and young people
Get free, confidential support at any time by:
•texting SHOUT to 85258
•calling Childline on 0800 1111 •calling
the Mix on 0808 808 4994 Find help online
through:
•Young Minds - information on coronavirus (COVID-19) and mental health
•Think Ninja - a free app for 10 to 18 year olds to help build resilience and stay well
•Every Mind Matters - building resilience and supporting good mental health in young people aged 10 to 16
PHE has also launched new e-learning which can help parents and carers to support their children and
young people in emergency or crisis situations.
Barnardo’s See, Hear, Respond service, provides support to children, young people and their families who
are not currently seeing a social worker or other agency, and who are struggling to cope with the
emotional impacts of COVID-19. Use the See, Hear, Respond self-referral webpage or Freephone 0800 151
7015.
Home learning:
In the event of self-isolation, pupils will be expected to engage with home learning if they are well. All
pupils now have the relevant log-in details needed for this (MS Teams) and school have a small number of
devices (iPads) available to loan to those isolating who need them. Paper packs may also be used.
In line with our remote learning plan, the content of this home learning will match that being covered in
school as much as possible. The class teacher needs to upload the day’s work each morning for any
children who have an X code. The remote learning plan can be found
here: http://www.heathfld.bham.sch.uk/images/home_learning/REMOTE_LEARNING_Plan_Parents_
HF_March_2021.pdf
Pupils who are absent due to self-isolation must regularly submit their work to their teacher for feedback
and to ensure understanding.
What parents and carers need to know about schools – Step 4 update
Although much of the key information is above, more information can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-earlyyears-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-updatewhatparents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges

Summer holiday activities

